United States Marine Corps

HONORS

AWARDED
3d Battalion, 12th Marines

PRESIDENTAL UNIT CITATION STREAMER

VIETNAM

1965-1967

NAVY UNIT COMMENDATION STREAMER WITH ONE SILVER STAR

WORLD WAR II

GUAM-1944

IWO JIMA-1945

VIETNAM

1965

1968

SOUTHEAST ASIA EVACUATIONS

1975

SOUTHWEST ASIA

1990-1991

ASIATIC-PACIFIC CAMPAIGN STREAMER WITH THREE BRONZE STARS

WORLD WAR II VICTORY STREAMER

CHINA SERVICE STREAMER

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE STREAMER WITH TWO BRONZE STARS

KOREAN SERVICE STREAMER

ARMED FORCES EXPEDITIONARY STREAMER WITH ONE BRONZE STAR

VIETNAM SERVICE STREAMER WITH TWO SILVER AND ONE BRONZE STAR

SOUTHWEST ASIA SERVICE STREAMER WITH TWO BRONZE STARS

United States Marine Corps

LINEAGE

OF
3d Battalion, 12th Marines

1944-1947

ACTIVATED 1 FEBRUARY 1944 AT CAMP TETERE, GUADALCANAL, AS THE 5TH BATTALION, 12TH MARINES, 3D MARINE DIVISION, FLEET MARINE FORCE

REDESIGNATED 31 MARCH 1944 AS THE 3D BATTALION,

12TH MARINES

PARTICIPATED IN THE FOLLOWING WORLD WAR II CAMPAIGNS

GUAM

IWO JIMA

DEACTIVATED 31 OCTOBER 1945

REACTIVATED 22 MAY 1946 AT TSINGTAO, CHINA, AND ASSIGNED TO THE 3D MARINE BRIGADE

PARTICIPATED IN THE OCCUPATION OF NORTH CHINA, MAY-AUG 1946

ATTACHED DURING JUNE 1946 TO THE 4TH MARINES, 1ST MARINE DIVISION, AND REASSIGNED TO THE 3D MARINE BRIGADE

RELOCATED DURING SEPTEMBER 1946 TO CAMP PENDLETON, CALIFORNIA

DEACTIVATED 16 JULY 1947

1952-1979

REACTIVATED 5 SEPTEMBER 1952 AT CAMP PENDLETON, CALIFORNIA, AND ASSIGNED TO THE 3D MARINE DIVISION

DEPLOYED DURING AUGUST 1953 TO CAMP MCNAIR, JAPAN

REDEPLOYED DURING FEBRUARY 1955 TO KANEOHE BAY, TERRITORY OF HAWAII, AND REASSIGNED TO THE 1ST PROVISIONAL MARINE AIR-GROUND TASK FORCE

REASSIGNED DURING MAY 1956 TO THE 1ST MARINE BRIGADE

DEPLOYED DURING MARCH OF 1965 TO OKINAWA, AND REASSIGNED TO THE 3D MARINE DIVISION

DEPLOYED DURING MAY 1965 TO THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

PARTICIPATED IN THE WAR IN VIETNAM, MAY 1965-NOVEMBER 1969,

OPERATING FROM

CHU LAI, PHU BAI

DONG HA, CAM LO

CAMP CARROLL, CA LU

VANDEGRIFT COMBAT BASE

REDLOYED DURING NOVEMBER 1969 TO CAMP HANSEN, OKINAWA

RELOCATED DURING AUGUST 1971 TO CAMP HAUGE, OKINAWA

PARTICIPATED IN THE SOUTHEAST ASIA EVACUATIONS, APRIL-JUNE 1975

ELEMENTS PARTICIPATED IN THE RECOVERY OF THE USS MAYAGUEZ, MAY 1975

RELOCATED DURING SEPTEMBER 1975 TO CAMP ZUKERAN, OKINAWA

1980-1995

RELOCATED DURING MARCH 1980 TO CAMP FOSTER, OKINAWA

PARTICIPATED IN THE UNIT DEPLOYMENT PROGRAM WITH THE 10TH MARINES, 2D MARINE DIVISION, CAMP LEJEUNE, NORTH CAROLINA, DURING THE 1980s

1991

PARTICIPATED IN OPERATION DESERT SHIELD AND DESERT STORM, SOUTHWEST ASIA, JANUARY-APRIL

1995-PRESENT

ALL LIVE FIRE ARTILLERY TRAINING IS RELOCATED TO MAINLAND JAPAN STARTING IN JUNE 1997

BATTERY L 3/12, (THE LAST PERMANENTLY ASSIGNED FIRING BATTERY ON OKINAWA) ENTERS THE UNIT DEPLOYMENT PROGRAM WITH 3D BATTALION, 11TH MARINES, 1ST MARINE DIVISION,

29 PALMS, CA DURING FEBRUARY 1998

RELOCATED DURING JULY 1998 TO CAMP HANSEN, OKINAWA

BATTALION COMMANDERS

Lieutenant Colonel Alpha L. Bowser, Jr.


1 Feb 1944-20 Apr 

1945

Lieutenant Colonel William J. Van Ryzin


21 Apr 1945-17 Aug
1945

Lieutenant Colonel Harry N. Shea



18 Aug 1945-18 Sep
1945

Major Raymond L. Sweet




19 Sep 1945-21 May
1946

Lieutenant Colonel Louis A. Enis



22 May 1946-11 Nov
1946

Lieutenant Colonel James H. Bower



12 Nov 1946-16 Jul

1948

Major David R. Moberly




5 Sep 1952-15 Oct

1952

Lieutenant Colonel Lonnie D. McCurry



16 Oct 1952-30 Jun
1954

Lieutenant Colonel Edward L Peoples



1 Jul 1954-29 Sep

1954

Lieutenant Colonel Earl N. Lewis



30 Sep 1954-17 Sep
1955

Lieutenant Colonel John E. Shepard



18 Apr 1955-20 Sep 
1955

Major Richard E. Roach




21 Sep 1955-16 Oct
1955

Lieutenant Colonel James P. Rathburn                                 
17 Oct 1955-22 Jul
          
1957

Major Robert O. Carlock                                                        
23 Jul 1957-07 Jun         
1957

Lieutenant Colonel Edward S. Dzura                                     
08 Sep 1957-16 Jul          
1958

Major Samual L. Grier                                                           
17 Jun 1958-06 Jul    
1958   

Lieutenant Colonel Benton H. Elliot                                     
07 Jul 1958-20 Jun         
1960

Lieutenant Colonel Richard D. Opp, Jr.                                
21 Jun 1960-01 Jun        
1962

Major Clayton V. Hendricks                                                 
02 Jun 1962-01 Jun        
1964

Major Jesse L. Gibney, Jr.                                                  

02 Jul 1964-11 Oct       
1964

Lieutenant Colonel Arthor B. Slack, Jr.                              

12 Oct 1964-01 Jul      
1965

Major Jesse L. Gibney, Jr.                                                  

02 Jul 1965-10 Jul       
1965

Lieutenant Colonel Leslie L. Page                                      

11 Jul 1965-31 May      
1966

Major Sammual M. Marrow                                                

01 Jun 1966-30 Aug    
1966

Lieutenant Colonel Charles S. Kirchman                           

31 Aug 1966-31 Mar    
1967

Lieutenant Colonel Jack L. Miles                                      

01 Apr 1967-12 Jul     
1967

Lieutenant Colonel David B. Barker                                  

13 Jul 1967-08 Nov    
1967

Major Roger W. Greer                                                       

09 Nov 1967-20 Feb     
1968

Lieutenant Colonel Joseph A. Como                                

21 Feb 1968-31 Jul      
1968

Lieutenant Colonel Eugene D. Foxworth                          

01 Aug 1968-30 Apr    
1969

Major Robert E. Gibson                                                   

01 May 1969-31 Aug    
1969

Major Harry G. Blair                                                       

01 Aug 1969-18 Jul      
1969

Lieutenant Colonel David R. McMillian                          

19 Aug 1969-02 Jan     
1970

Lieutenant Colonel George A Heiber                              

3 Jan 1970-12 May       
1970

Lieutenant Colonel Orville V. Lippold,Jr.                       

13 May 1970-24 Oct     
1970

Major Charles A. Henry                                                  

25 Oct 1970-27 Apr      
1971

Lieutenant Colonel William J. Hallisey, Jr.


28 Apr 1971-28 Jan
1972

Lieutenant Colonel M. D. Julian



29 Jan 1972-2 Jan

1973

Lieutenant Colonel N. Bitner




3 Jan 1973-31 Jul

1973

Major D. E. Vowell





1 Aug 1973-29 Dec

1973

Major W. S. Walters





30 Dec 1973-11 Jul

1974

Lieutenant Colonel W. L. Buergey



12 Jul 1974-27 Sep

1974

Lieutenant Colonel W. C. Frank



28 Sep 1974-9 Oct

1975

Lieutenant Colonel Ray W. Bowles



10 Oct 1975-19 Aug
1976

Lieutenant Colonel Wade H. Cooper



20 Aug 1976-8 Aug

1977

Lieutenant Colonel Robert F. Lang



9 Aug 1977-5 Jul

1978

Major William C. Bartels




6 Jun 1978-2 Aug 

1978

Lieutenant Colonel Philip C. English



3 Aug 1978-18 Jul

1979

Lieutenant Colonel J. Pipta




19 Jul 1979-21 Jun 
1980

Lieutenant Colonel Jack F. Perry



22 Jun 1980-12 Jul

1980

Lieutenant Colonel David P. Gardner



13 Jul 1980-22 Jul

1981

Lieutenant Colonel David P. Martin



23 Jul 1980-3 Jul

1981

Lieutenant Colonel David J. Laboissiere


4 Jul 1981-9 Jul

1982

Lieutenant Colonel Steven M. Hinds



10 Jul 1982-13 Jun

1983

Lieutenant Colonel Eric P. Visser



14 Jun 1983-12 Jun
1984

Lieutenant Colonel Edward Hanlon, Jr.



13 Jun 1984-23 May
1985

Lieutenant Colonel James H. McKelligon


24 May 1985-12 Jul
1987

Lieutenant Colonel Anthony M. Palermo


13 Jul 1987-13 Apr

1989

Lieutenant Colonel Joel L. Goza



14 Apr 1989-31 Oct
1990

Lieutenant Colonel Charles W. Adair



1 Apr 1990-1 May 

1992

Lieutenant Colonel Daniel C. O’Brien



2 May 1992-7 Oct 

1993

Lieutenant Colonel Michael K. Hicks



8 Oct 1993-9 Feb

1995

Lieutenant Colonel Bennett W. Saylor



10 Feb 1995-14 Jun
1996

Lieutenant Colonel David J. Barile



15 Jun 1996-16 Jun
1998

Lieutenant Colonel David A. Kelley



17 Jun 1998-22 Jun
2000

Lieutenant Colonel John H. O’hey                                                      18 Jun 2000-28 Jun             
2002 

Lieutenant Colonel Michael E. Langley



29 Jun 2002-30 Jun
2004

Lieutenant Colonel Samuel T. Studdard



30 Jun 2004-present






