
[image: image1.jpg]


UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
4TH MARINES 

3D MARINE DIVISION (-) (REIN)

UNIT 35970

FPO AP 96602-5970      

[image: image2.wmf]










1000


CO



16 Apr 03

From:  Commanding Officer, 4th Marines

To:
 Marines and Sailors of the 4th Marines

Subj:  4TH MARINE REGIMENT EIGHTY NINTH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION


The 4th Marine Regiment was activated 89 years ago today.  Since our birth, we have developed a sense of tradition and esprit de corps distinctive even in a Corps noted for these qualities.  Such spirit is formed by our 14 years of service in China, molded by the hardships endured on Corregidor, and shaped by the tenacity required to make the initial landing on Okinawa.  A unique range of operations contribute to our spirit, including expeditionary operations in the Dominican Republic, guarding the mail stateside, amphibious assaults in the Pacific, jungle warfare in Vietnam, and desert warfare in the Gulf.  Today, the Unit Deployment Program fosters this spirit by sustaining the only permanently, forward deployed, infantry regiment in the Marine Corps.  


America expects the Marine Corps to be a force in readiness and the Marine Corps expects the 4th Marines to be the most ready.  To maintain that level of readiness requires a special type of man.  He is described in the words of T. R. Fehrenbach as:


“The man who will go where his colors go, without asking, who will fight a phantom foe in jungle and mountain range, without counting, and who will suffer and die in the midst of incredible hardship, without complaint, is still what he has always been, from imperial Rome to sceptered Britain to Democratic America.  He is the stuff of which legions are made.  His pride is his colors and his Regiment, his training hard and thorough and coldly realistic, to fit him for what he must face, and his obedience is to his orders. … He has been called United States Marine.”


These words describe the spirit of the men who have stood in the ranks of the 4th Marines.  Leaders of this Regiment like “Uncle Joe” Pendleton, and former Commandant Al Gray.  Heroes of this Regiment like 1stSgt Winans and PFC Dickey, both awarded the Medal of Honor.  And the ordinary Marine in this Regiment who leaves his family, throws on his pack, humps up the hill and never falls out.  These words describe the kind of spirit it takes to form up behind the colors of the “Oldest and Proudest,” to maintain freedom in the Pacific, and, in the old slogan of the 4th, to “Hold High The Torch.”


Today, as we remember the birth of the 4th Marines, I ask you to pause and reflect on our past, present, and future.  Think about what it means to be a Marine, capture the collective spirit of the Marines who have gone before, and sense the spirit that continues to live in the Marines who serve with you now.  Finally, throughout the day and during a special meal served in honor of our activation, I ask you to rededicate yourself to our Regiment.  Because while tactics, weapons, and “the word” may change; the courage, honor, and warfighting excellence of generations of Marines and Sailors who have fought, and will fight, under the proud colors we display today -- must never change! 
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D.A. BENNETT

Colonel, United States Marine Corps

Commanding
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