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POINT PAPER

Subj:  BB-390 RECHARGEABLE BATTERIES SUSPECT STOCKAGE AT 

       THE 3RD FSSG (SMU)

Purpose:  This paper will provide data supporting that the current BB-390 batteries held by the FSSG contain suspect stock and will recommend several options.

Discussion:

1. The FSSG attempted recently to return BB-390 batteries to the source of supply (CECOM) for credit.  The justification for return was lack of Marine Corps demand history.

2. The U.S. Army has item management responsibility for all primary batteries.  The acting agency for the Army is CECOM.

3. CECOM rejected the request for return because the batteries were 98 vintage or older and provided the following justification.

 - That BB-390 battery loses a large percentage of their capacity after two years of storage.  In most cases this lost capacity cannot be restored.

 - That BB-390 batteries stored in hot conditions will suffer further degradation.  The optimum storage temperatures are 70/80 degree's F.

 - That several Quality Deficiency Reports submitted to CECOM support that 98 vintage batteries and older have suffered loss of charge capacity.

 - That the basic rule on rechargeable batteries is "use them or lose them".

 - Poor storage kills.

 - That the new technology BB-390 batteries (1999 and forward) can be juiced up to provide an extra 20% run time.

 Conclusion:  That some if not all of the BB-390's stored at the FSSG is suspect.  Suspect batteries should not be sold to the customers at the normal price of $293.85 per battery.  It also appears that storing BB-390 is not a good idea.  It would be better to pass on demands to the source of supply (Depot AN5 New Cumberland).

Recommendation:

1. That the FSSG screen all BB-390 stocks to determine manufacturer date.

2. That all 98 vintage stocks be tagged.

3. That tagged stock be sold for a reduced price (50%), free issued, or sent to DRMO.

4.  That on hand stocks, once exhausted, not be replenished and demands pass directly to the source of supply.

Bottom line:  The division should not be paying for "old stock" with "fresh $$$$".
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